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Year 6 Home Learning



Maths



1)
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3) Complete the addition pyramid – a number is 
the sum of the two numbers below it.
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Have a go at questions 
1 - 4 on the worksheet
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Dexter runs 1 
2
3

km on Monday.

He runs 3 
1
4

km on Tuesday.

How much further does he run on Tuesday?

Have a think
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Have a go at the rest of the 
questions on the worksheet









Guided Reading

Use the Firebird text from Monday’s PDF to support you.









English



Year 6 Grammar Revision



Main Clauses: The Rules

Karina swam fifty lengths.

A main clause is a group of words that contains a verb and a subject which makes 
complete sense on its own. Main clauses could also be called simple sentences.

The classroom was empty.

The family were trekking.

Can you spot the verbs and subjects in these main clauses?

Karina swam fifty lengths.

The classroom was empty.

The family were trekking.



Subordinate Clauses: The Rules

The girls fed the ducks
before they walked around the lake.

A subordinate clause is a group of words that is dependant on the main clause 
because it doesn’t make sense on its own. When main clauses and subordinate 
clauses are used together to form a sentence, it is called a complex sentence.

The windmill sails turned quickly
because it is very windy today.

Can you spot the main clauses and subordinate clauses?

The girls fed the ducks
before they walked around the lake.

The windmill sails turned quickly
because it is very windy today.



Subordinate clauses can often start with a subordinating 
conjunction. 
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Subordinate Clauses: The Rules



Subordinating Conjunctions

Creating complex sentences by using subordinate clauses that begin with 
a subordinating conjunction.

I S A W A W A B U B

is an acronym to help you remember the first letters of 
some of the most important subordinating 

conjunctions.

If Since As When Although

While After Before Until Because



Where in a sentence?

In the sentences we’ve looked at so far, the subordinate clauses have
been after the main clause e.g.

The snow was thick on the ground
because it had snowed heavily.

The children laughed happily as snowballs flew.

Subordinate Clauses: The Rules

Subordinate clauses don’t always have to be after the main clause.

The snow was thick on the ground
because it had snowed heavily.

The children laughed happily as snowballs flew.



Where in a sentence?

Although she hated them,
Jenny ate the sprouts.

Before the campfire was lit,
the children were shivering in the cold.

When we use a subordinate clause at the beginning of a sentence,
we must add a comma before the main clause.

Look at these sentences where the subordinate clause comes before the main 
clause...

Subordinate Clauses: The Rules

Although she hated them,
Jenny ate the sprouts.

Before the campfire was lit,
the children were shivering in the cold.



Fronted Adverbials

As the sun shone, the cows ate the grass.

Out in the field grazing, they mooed happily.

Lying down in the sun, the cows began to snooze.

Summoned by the farmer, Daisy walked towards the milking shed.

The fronted adverbial subordinate clause will always need to be followed
by a comma to separate it from the main clause.

Subordinate Clauses: The Rules

Subordinate clauses used at the beginning of a sentence can also be called fronted 
adverbials. Fronted adverbials can start in many ways including with subordinating 

conjunctions, prepositions, -ing verbs or -ed verbs.

As the sun shone, the cows ate the grass.

Out in the field grazing, they mooed happily.

Lying down in the sun, the cows began to snooze.

Summoned by the farmer, Daisy walked towards the milking shed.



The Eiffel Tower, which is in Paris, is one of the
busiest tourist attractions in the world. 

Which is a relative pronoun so this subordinate clause can also be called a relative clause.
It contains non-essential information so needs demarcating with commas.

Subordinate Clauses: The Tricky Bits

Subordinate clauses can also split the main clause. This is also called an embedded 
clause or (if the clause starts with a relative pronoun) a relative clause.

Look at these examples...

Billy, gasping for air, tried to run from the charging bull.

This subordinate clause could also be called an embedded clause. Embedded means 
‘in the middle of’ as it is in the middle of the main clause. It also contains non-

essential information so needs demarcating with commas.

The Eiffel Tower, which is in Paris, is one of the
busiest tourist attractions in the world. 

Billy, gasping for air, tried to run from the charging bull.



Main
Clause

Subordinate
Clause

If it starts to rain,
you can wear your new 
wellington boots.

Neil gasped for breath 
before setting off again.

The koala, which
is native to Australia,
is a mammal.

Quiz! Part 1

Put a tick in the correct column to show whether each group of 
highlighted words is a main clause or a subordinate clause.



Quiz! Part 2

Rewrite this sentence with the subordinate clause used as a fronted 
adverbial. Add a comma if necessary.

David didn’t wear a coat
even though it was cold outside.



Quiz! Part 3

Underline the main clauses in the following sentences.

1. Running late for work, Mum frantically searched for her keys.

2. The setting sun, which looked beautiful, glistened in the sky.

3. The gerbil bit my finger before running back to its cage.



Quiz! Part 4

On your whiteboards create your own 
complex sentence with a subordinate 

clause.



Complex Sentence Hunt

Can you spot the complex sentences in this text? 
How have they been created?

The sun was beginning to disappear behind the nearby mountain.  Philip’s 
heart sank as he knew he was lost. The group of climbers, who Philip had 
started out with, were nowhere to be seen. Philip shouted for help but it 
was hopeless. While there was still a little light, Philip tried to make 
himself a bed using leaves and twigs. The temperature, which was now 
close to zero degrees, could be extremely hazardous. If he couldn’t find a 
way to keep warm, he would be in serious danger.  It was going to be a 
long night.

The sun was beginning to disappear behind the nearby mountain.  Philip’s 
heart sank as he knew he was lost. The group of climbers, who Philip had 
started out with, were nowhere to be seen. Philip shouted for help but it 
was hopeless. While there was still a little light, Philip tried to make 
himself a bed using leaves and twigs. The temperature, which was now 
close to zero degrees, could be extremely hazardous. If he couldn’t find a 
way to keep warm, he would be in serious danger.  It was going to be a 
long night.



Complex Sentence Hunt

Why aren’t these sentences complex?

The sun was beginning to disappear behind the nearby mountain… 

This is just a main clause (or you might call it a simple sentence). It is extended 
by using a prepositional phrase ‘behind the nearby mountain’, but this doesn’t 

make it a complex sentence.

Philip shouted for help but it was hopeless. 

This is a different type of multi-clause sentence: a compound sentence. It has 
two main clauses that are joined by a co-ordinating conjunction.

It was going to be a long night.

This again is just a main clause (simple sentence). It is still a good idea to 
include some of these in your writing for effect.







Science



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can identify the characteristics of different types of animals.

• I can classify a creature based on its characteristics.

• I can identify different types of animals.

• I can match the types of animals to their characteristics.

• I can design a creature that has a set of characteristics of one type of animal.

• I can classify creatures based on their characteristics.



Groups of Animals

In Year 4 you learnt about different types of animals. 
These animals can be classified into two groups, 

vertebrates and invertebrates.

Talk to your partner about the difference between the 
two groups.

Could you remember the difference? Vertebrates have 
a backbone, and invertebrates don't have a backbone.

The two groups can be split into further, smaller groups. 
Groups of invertebrates include insects, arachnids, 
annelids, molluscs, crustaceans and echinoderms.

What groups can vertebrates be sorted into? Talk to 
your partner about your ideas.

How many did you think of? Vertebrates can be sorted 
into mammals, birds, fish, reptiles and amphibians.



mammals arachnids fish

insects molluscs amphibians echinoderms

annelidsreptilescrustaceansbirds

Groups of Animals
There are lots of different 

groups of animals! Can 
you think of an example 
animal for each group? 
Think about what you 

learnt in Year 4. Use the 
pictures to help you.



Identifying Characteristics

Each group of animals is defined 
by a set of characteristics. The 
animals in a particular group 

share similar characteristics, and 
are different to the animals in 

other groups. Can you recall any 
of the characteristics of each 

group of animals?

Cut out the statements on the 
Characteristics Activity Sheet and 

stick them on the table, on the 
sheet, to show the characteristics 

of each group of animals.



Curious Creatures

When a new species of animal is 
discovered, taxonomists observe its 

characteristics to decide how to classify it. 
However, some animals are so unusual 

that taxonomists struggle to classify 
them.

The platypus was discovered in 1797, and 
scientists around the world joined the 

attempt to classify this unusual animal. It 
seemed to have characteristics from 
several different types of animals!

Look at the Platypus Diagram and its 
characteristics and talk to your partner 

about which groups of animals this 
curious creature could fit into.

Use your completed Characteristics 
Activity Sheet to help you.



Classifying Curious Creatures

It took taxonomists and other 
scientists nearly 100 years of 

discussions and arguments to agree 
on a classification for the platypus!

Some thought it was a reptile, 
because it lays eggs. Others thought 

it was a bird, because of its beak 
shaped snout and the facts that it 

lays eggs and is warm blooded.

It is now agreed that the platypus is 
a mammal, because it has fur, it 
feeds milk to its young and it is 
warm blooded. It does not have 

wings or feathers, so can't be a bird. 
It does not have hard scaly skin, so 

cannot be a reptile.



Match the 
statements to the 
correct animal.




