
Why is Jesus inspiring to some 
people?

This half term, we are exploring different reasons why Jesus 
is considered an inspiring figure by Christians.

Learning objective: 
To describe what happened to Jesus in the last week of his 

life.



Holy Week

The last week of Jesus’ life is remembered by Christians in the 7 days before 
Easter. 

The key events include:
• The triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.
• The Last Supper
• The betrayal
• The arrest and trial of Jesus
• The crucifixion
• The  Resurrection

Click on the following link to find out more.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztkxpv4/articles/z4t6rj6

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztkxpv4/articles/z4t6rj6


• Jesus travelled around Israel and taught 
people about God for around three years. 

• When Jesus came into a town, hundreds or 
even thousands of people would come to 
listen to what he had to say. 

• However, there were some people, 
including a group of Jewish teachers known 
as the Pharisees, who hated Jesus. 

• They hated Jesus so much, they plotted to 
kill him!



Palm Sunday

• Jesus went with his 
disciples to Jerusalem to 
celebrate the Passover. 

• As Jesus entered 
Jerusalem, he rode on a 
donkey. People took off 
their coats and put them 
on the ground.

• They also broke palm 
branches off the trees 
and began to wave them.



The Last Supper

• Jesus sent some of his 
disciples to get a room ready 
for the Passover meal. 

• When they arrived, Jesus took 
a bowl of water and washed 
their feet. 

• They shared bread and wine at 
the meal. 

• Jesus tried to explain to his 
friends what was going to 
happen to him, but they did 
not really understand.



The Garden of 
Gethsemane
• Jesus and his followers left the 

meal and went to a garden to pray.
• However, the disciples fell asleep 

and Jesus was left to pray alone. 
• Suddenly, Judas, one of Jesus’ 

followers, and arrived with some 
soldiers. 

• Judas gave Jesus a kiss on the 
cheek so the soldiers would know 
who Jesus was.

• All Jesus’ friends ran away and 
left him alone.



The Trial of Jesus

• After he was captured, Jesus was taken 
to see the Roman leader, Pontius Pilate.

• Pontius Pilate didn’t think Jesus had 
done anything wrong and wanted to 
release him. 

• He asked a crowd outside if he should 
release Jesus, or a criminal called 
Barabbas. The crowd chose Barabbas!

• Pontius Pilate asked what he should do 
with Jesus.

• “Crucify him!” they shouted.
• “But why? He is innocent,” replied 

Pilate.
• However, the crowd would not listen.



The Crucifixion

• The Romans began to mock 
Jesus.

• They put a purple cloak on 
him and made a crown of 
thorns and put it on his head.

• They whipped Jesus and 
made him carry a wooden 
cross on his back.

• Then they put him on the 
cross, with two robbers 
either side of him. Jesus 
died and the sky went dark.



Jesus is buried

• Jesus’ followers took his body 
and put it in a cave, called a 
tomb. They sealed the tomb with 
a giant, heavy stone. 

• Then they went away and hid, 
because they were very afraid 
that they might also be killed.



Easter Sunday
• After three days, a group of women went to visit the tomb.

• When they arrived, they saw that the stone had been rolled 
away from the entrance to the cave and Jesus’ body was not 
there. 

• One woman, Mary Magdalene began to cry.

• Behind her, a man’s voice asked, “Why are you crying?”

• “They’ve taken Jesus away and I don’t know where to find 
him,” sobbed Mary. (She thought the man was the 
gardener.)

• “Mary,” said the man. When he said her name, Mary realised 
that the man was Jesus. He was alive! 



Task: 

Create a timeline and illustrate it with events from Holy Week and 
Easter.

Extension: 

Write an explanation as why Easter is an important festival for 
Christians.


