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The Big Questions



What is our plan for 
making the world a 

better place?

How can choices we 
make have an impact 

on people across 
the world?



Being a Global Citizen

Can you remember 
what it means to be a 
global citizen?

A global citizen is someone 
who understands that 
they are a part of a world 
community and whose 
actions and choices help 
this community to thrive.

.



Sustainability
What do you understand by the term ‘sustainability’?

Sustainability is not being harmful to the environment or using up all of
the earth’s natural resources.

By making choices which support sustainability we 
are being responsible global citizens.

By acting in a way which supports 
sustainability we are helping people across 
the world.

Sustainable actions and choices are those which mean the wonderful 
world in which we live and all of its people can exist in a happy 

and healthy way - which is their right.



Sustainability
Do you think the choices in the images are ones that support 
sustainability or not?

Will they have a positive or negative impact on people across the world? 

Explain your thinking as clearly as you can.

Next Image

It is incredibly exciting that the power to make choices which have a 
positive impact on our world and all who live in it is in our hands. Let’s 

use this power responsibly!





What Is Earth Day?

Earth Day takes place every year on April 22nd.

Since 1970, people all around the world have shown their support 
for the environment by becoming involved in Earth Day.

People in over 193 countries will take part in activities to help raise 
awareness of climate change and to protect the environment. 

Did You Know?

The Earth was first photographed from space in 1978 
by astronauts on Apollo 8.



The Effects of 
Climate Change

As the Earth’s atmosphere warms, the ice caps are in danger of melting. This can 
cause sea levels to rise and lead to loss of habitat.

Extreme weather means that the Earth experiences more floods, droughts, and 
storms. Weather affects people, farming, and the environment.

As climate changes, so do habitats. Many species are in danger of extinction as 
they lose their homes and/or when they cannot adapt to the new climate.

Fact: 90% of scientists agree that climate change is caused by humans!

Did You Know?
It is said that when a child born today reaches 80 years old, the world 
will be 6 and a half degrees warmer. That might not sound a lot, but the 
planet only warmed by 7 degrees in the last 12,000 years! What does 
this tell you?

Mission



How Can You Support
Earth Day?

As well as helping to tackle climate 
change by absorbing carbon dioxide, trees 
help us feel relaxed and healthy. They can 
even help you concentrate at school! Trees 
provide food and shelter to animals and 
provide a sign of seasonal change. By 
getting outside and planting trees, we can 
improve our mood and create a stronger 
sense of community. With such a huge 
variety of trees, you can plant trees for 
food, for medicine, for building material, 
or just because they are nice to look at! 
Go on, give it a try!

Plant more trees!

Photos courtesy of (Trees ForTheFuture@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution.
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How Can You Support
Earth Day?

Reduce the amount of trash you create - can 
you use reusable bottles and containers in your 
packed lunch? Try it!

Reuse items lots of times before you throw 
them away - can you write on both sides of 
your paper? Try it!

Recycle items you can’t use any more instead 
of throwing them away - clothes, paper, metal, 
glass - they can all be recycled!

Reduce, reuse, recycle!
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Sort the trash!
Recyclable Non-Recyclable



How Can You Support
Earth Day?

Watch an environmentally-themed movie!

Do you want a greater understanding of 
the Earth Day message? Watch a movie 
with an environmental theme such as 
Wall-E, Happy Feet, or FernGully.

As well as having fun watching the 
movie, you’ll learn about caring for 
Planet Earth!
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How Can You Support
Earth Day?

Your carbon footprint is the amount of carbon dioxide you 
release into the air. Everyone needs to use energy but how 
you choose to travel can produce more or less carbon
dioxide.

Can you walk or cycle to school?

Why don’t you make a class graph to show how you travel 
to school over the course of a week? Make it a class mission 
to respect and protect your planet!

Reduce your carbon footprint!



A Manifesto for a 
Better World

A manifesto is a way of declaring your thoughts and presenting what 
you intend to do. This can help people better understand your point of 
view and encourage them to take action too.

What could you do to make the world a 
better place?

You could use these questions to help you.

Record your ideas on the Manifesto for a 
Better World Activity Sheet.

What actions would you take?

What choices would you make?

Why are you going to do these things?


