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Lesson Objective

I can read scales using grams and 

kilograms 



Start with a problem



Teach

To be able to answer this problem, we need to  

be able to do some different skills confidently:

1) We need to be able to read scales in grams

2) We need to be able to read scales in kg

3) We need to be able to convert between 

grams and kilograms. 



Teach

What is mass?
Mass refers to how heavy something is. We 

weigh things and find out how heavy they are 

using scales. 



Teach

What are grams and kilograms?
When you have weighed something using the 

scale, you measure it using grams and kilograms. 



Learn

1000g = 1 kg 



Teach

Measuring mass comes in handy all the time. Whenever you bake 

or cook, you have to use scales to weigh the ingredients. If you 

didn’t use the correct amount of flour in a cake, it would not taste 

nice!

When measuring mass, you use grams and kilograms.

1000 g = 1 kg

When you’re reading scales, you have to look really carefully at the 

intervals (divisions) between the numbers. This is so you can identify 

which numbers they represent.

The scales tell you whether you are reading grams or kilograms



Video
Watch the video to find out more about mass, grams and 

kilograms.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zndy6g8

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zndy6g8


Reading Scales

We are going to start by learning how to read 

scales when it comes to grams and kilograms. 

Some of numbers might be missing on the scale, 

so we have to use intervals to help s work out 

what the missing numbers might be. 



Reading Scales 

When reading scales, the first thing you have to do is look at the 

intervals. What are the divisions going up in?

The larger intervals go up in hundreds. You can also see there is a 

smaller interval in between each hundred. This must be worth 50 g 

since it is the halfway point between hundreds.

The arrow on the dial is pointing at the smaller division between 700 

g and 800 g, so the mass of the fruit must be 750 g



Reading Scales

The arrow is between 2 kg and 3 kg, but what do the intervals represent?

The kilograms are split up into 10 divisions, so each one must represent 100 

g, since 10 lots of 100 g is 1 kg.

The arrow is on the third division after 2 kg, so the weight of the potatoes is 

2kg 300g

What would 2 kg 300 g be in just grams?

2 kg is the same as 2000 g. So:

2000 g + 300 g = 2300 g



Reading Scales

How would you draw an arrow to represent the mass of 7 kg and 800 g?

First thing to do is work out what the smaller divisions represent in-between 

the whole kilograms.

The kilograms are split up into 10 divisions, so each one must represent 100g.

Now, you have to find the 8th division after 7kg and draw an arrow to 

represent 7kg 800g.

Answer on next slide…



Answer

Aas

Answer



Practise
Let’s practise reading scales using grams and kilograms.  
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Practise
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Reading scales using grams and kilograms

Activity 

Red Group: Complete worksheet 1 

Yellow Group: Complete worksheet 2 

Green Group: Complete worksheet 3 



Challenge
Try the challenge questions using ‘Challenge 

Worksheet’ 


