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Lesson Objective: To be able to
understand the ‘for’ and ‘against’
arguments that surround the issue
of deforestation.





What Is Deforestation?

Deforestation is the act of 
clearing away many trees by 
cutting or burning. 

It is usually done in order to 
make way for growing crops 
or farming cattle, for building 
roads or towns, or to make use 
of the wood.



What Is Deforestation?

Trees are useful and valuable. 

What things can you find in 
the room that rely on trees 
being cut down?

Woods like teak and 
mahogany are strong and are 
perfect for making furniture or 
building. Many of these unique 
tree species grow in tropical 
rainforests like the Amazon in 
South America and are cut 
down so that the wood can be 
sold. This is called logging.



Deforestation in the Amazon Rainforest

The Amazon rainforest is the 
world’s largest tropical 
rainforest. It is so big that the 
UK and Ireland would fit 
inside it seventeen times. 

The rainforest is home to 390 
billion trees (16,000 species) 
and 10% of all animal species 
in the world live there. There 
are at least 40,000 different 
plant species in the Amazon 
rainforest.



Deforestation in the Amazon Rainforest

Humans are the biggest threat 
to the Amazon rainforest.

More than five billion trees are 
cut down across the tropics 
every year, according to a 
study published in 2015. 

This number increases every 
year and over half of the 
tropical forests worldwide 
have been destroyed since the 
1960s.



Deforestation in the Amazon Rainforest
These are the main causes of deforestation in the Amazon rainforest. 

Cattle ranching produces beef and leather among other products.
Logging usually results in ‘degradation’, not deforestation, meaning that 
specific types of tree are cut down and the forest can no longer provide 
certain fruit, leaves, habitats, etc. for its ecosystems.

Cause of deforestation Percentage of 
deforestation caused

Cattle ranching 65-70%

Agriculture (growing crops) 25-30%

Logging 2-3%

Fires, mining, building, road creation, dams 1-2%



Task
Your task today in Literacy is to read the different
arguments made for deforestation and arrange them
into a ‘for’ and ‘against’ pile. You need to cut them
out, read them all and then stick them underneath
the appropriate heading.

Extension
As an extension, I would like you to reach a decision
on whether you think deforestation is a good/bad
thing using the facts you have looked at today. Try
to justify your opinion using evidence. It is important
that you explain your opinion here.



Are you for or against 
deforestation in the 
Amazon rainforest?

Can you explain why?




