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Lesson Objective: To explore the hobbies and
interests of the Mayans.



Starter: Hobbies and interests 

Today in History we are looking at what the Mayans did in their
spare time. We will be looking at what their interests were and
how they liked to spend their leisure time. As a starter please
write some ideas down for the following questions:

1. What do you think the phrase ‘hobbies and interests’ means?

2. Think about your own life, what are your hobbies and interests?
How do you spend your free time?



Hobbies and interests of the Mayans 

• Please use the link below to learn about the games that the
Mayan’s played. It might be a good idea to make some notes
as you will need this information for later in the lesson.

Link
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/articles/zbq
yy4j

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/articles/zbqyy4j


Please read the
information on the left
about how the Mayan’s
spent some of their
free time.

Are there any
similarities between
how they spent their
leisure time and how we
do?

Are there any
differences?

Try to answer these
two questions!





The Mayan’s liked to play ball games and would play
these games in ball courts. The ball courts didn’t look
like sports stadiums today and looked like the
pictures on this slide. The Mayan’s are remembered
for playing the game called the ‘pltz’. Hopefully you
have managed to get some information on this game
from using the link earlier!



Pitz

To see what ‘Pitz’ the Mayan ball game looked like please use
the link below.

Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGyIxqO0CsU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGyIxqO0CsU


Task

• Using the information that you have learnt about the Mayan
ball game ‘Pitz’ I would like you to draw a diagram of what
this game looked like. Try to give me an overview of how the
game was played and where it would take place. I would be
impressed if you could annotate it using a ruler with other
important information I need to know about the game.

• Make sure you include a title and show me your best
presentation. Remember your best handwriting and include
capital letters and full stops in the correct places.



Task 

Red Task – I can draw what a famous Mayan ball game looked like
and can show the ball court it would be played in.

Yellow Task – I can produce a diagram of a famous Mayan ball game
and can annotate it using the information I have learnt such as
name of the activity, rules of the game etc.

Green Task – I can produce a detailed diagram of a famous Mayan
ball game which is annotated too. I can then compare the game
against a game that is played today identifying similarities and
differences between the two.


