
EGYPTIAN PYRAMIDS

LO: I can describe events from the past using 
dates when things happened 



What remains of ancient Egypt?
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zg87xnb/articles/zr7qy9q/

• We know about the ancient Egyptians from the discovery of lots 
of buildings, monuments, objects and mummies.

• The practice of studying these items is called Egyptology and 
the people who study them are called Egyptologists. An 
Egyptologist is an archaeologist who specialises in Ancient Egypt.

• Let’s be Egyptologists today and take a look at some amazing 
artefacts: pyramids. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zg87xnb/articles/zr7qy9q/


The Egyptian pyramids are stone structures, 
mostly built as tombs for Egyptian Kings. 



Before the creation of the 
true pyramid, three other 
step pyramids were built –
the pyramids of 
Sekhemkhet, Khaba and 
Lepsuis.

Step Pyramid
The first ‘pyramid’ was the Djoser, built in 
Saqqara, south of Cairo. It began as a 
traditional, flat-roofed mastaba. 

It has six tiers and was built in stages. Each 
step was made of rough stones before 
being covered in limestone. The limestone 
was polished to make the pyramid gleam.

Similar to the mastaba, 
the burial chambers of 
the step pyramids were 
underground and 
complex. 



There are over one 
hundred pyramids in 
Egypt, the first was 
the Pyramid of 
Djoser, built over four 
thousand years ago in 
Saqqara, south of 
Cairo. 

Pyramid of Djoser

This is thought to be the oldest monumental 
structure in the world made from cut stone.



It is not known how many men it took to build a 
pyramid - estimates are anything from two thousand 

to a hundred thousand!
Pyramid building would happen when the Nile was in 

flood. 

Q: Why do you think 
they chose this time 
of year to build?

A: It was 
impossible to farm 
the land so many 
men were 
available for work.



The Pyramid of Khufu

Built over 4500 years ago, this pyramid was the 
tallest man made structure in the world until the 
1300's.

The Pyramid of Khufu, 
sometimes called the 
'Great Pyramid' of 
Giza, 
is the largest of all the 
Egyptian pyramids. 

It is one of the 'Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient 
World' and is the only 
one still standing. 

How tall 
do you 

think it is?



What other buildings do you know of 

today that are over 140m high?

Khufu Pyramid: Facts and Figures

How long would it take 
an Olympic sprinter to run 
the same distance as the 

length of one side of 
the pyramid?

146m high Number of limestone 
blocks used:
2,300,000

(original height 
before removal 
of stones and 

natural erosion)

Each side of the pyramid aligns with the points of a compass. 
The entrance is usually on the north side.

Weight of each block: 
average 2.5 tons

230m 230m



Secret Entrances and Trap Doors
From the outside, the 

pyramids look quite simple 
but inside were various 
passages and chambers, 

some with secret entrances 
and trap doors.

Why do you think they 
used secret entrances 

and trap doors?

[pyramidtextsonline] is licensed under CC BY 2.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/uk/


Hieroglyphics
The chambers and passages 
were intricately decorated 

with pictures and 
hieroglyphics. 

These examples come from the 
Pyramid of Unas.

The writings tells stories of the 
King, religious tales, requests for 
help from the gods in the journey 

to the afterlife and some are a 
warning to grave robbers!

What does this 
evidence tell us?



The Sphinx at Giza
The Sphinx is a mythical creature with a human head and the body of a 

lion. The word means ‘father of dread’ or ‘the terrifying one’. 
Made in limestone, it sits near the Pyramids of Giza. 

It is the largest stone 
statue in the world at 

over 73m long, 19m wide 
and 20m high. 

It was believed to have 
been built during the 

reign of Khafra, and the 
face made in his likeness.



How were the pyramids built?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z849wmn

Find out how the pyramids were built using the link above. 
There are 5 different video clips detailing how these were built 
during the Egyptian times. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z849wmn


Activity

Can you build a pyramid at home using anything you can find.
Remember inside there were tombs, secret passageways, 

staircases and lots of hidden rooms.



Take a picture of you pyramids and upload to Class Dojo.

Activity



Challenge

Use your 
Knowledge of 
pyramids, to solve 
the maths 
challenge (History 
Worksheet). 


