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How do we know what fossilised creatures 
looked like? 

Scientists are able to use all kinds of sources and processes to discover 
more about the look of creatures that are now extinct.

Dinosaur fossil deposits have been discovered with evidence of feathers, 
signs of scaly skin and even rare traces of colour. 

Additionally, trace fossils of markings such as footprints give us an idea of 
the size and shape of body parts such as claws or feet.



Fossil Skeleton vs Reconstructed 
Creature

While a mould, cast or replacement fossil might show the bones or 
skeleton, the rest of the creature’s outer layer and features have to be 
reconstructed from other evidence or scientific deduction.



Practice Activity

Using this fossilised skeleton 
image, draw how you 
imagine the creature to 
look.

Try to keep the same shapes 
and sizes of body parts but 
imagine what other 
features it could have.



Draw Your Own Fossil Creature

Step 1:

Create your rock or use the 
template.

Step 2:

Draw in the skeleton of the 
fossilised creature − remember that 
this is just bones. Think of the 
number of legs, the shape of its 
head and body, and extra possible 
features such as beak, tail, feet and 
claws.



Draw Your Own Fossil Creature

Step 3:

On a new sheet of paper, draw your real-life creature. You could trace over 
parts of the skeleton to match the size and shape. Remember the layers of 
skin, feathers or fur might make the actual head and body slightly larger 
than the skeleton.

Step 4:

For finishing touches, think of what additional features the creature has 
that would not be shown on the skeleton - wings, ears, antenna, feathers, 
nose, beak, fur, hair, spikes.

Step 5:

Add colour and expression with final features such as eyes and mouth.



Your Finished Creature

What will your fossil creature look like before and after?
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