
Geography of Ancient Greece:
L/O: To analyse the physical features of Ancient Greece and understand how they influenced 

the civilisation that developed there. 

Starter: 
You are about to see a 
slideshow of images which 
represent the geography of 
Greece. For each image, 
write a descriptive word. 
Hint- you may write about: 
colours, landscape, textures, 
shapes, flora (plant life), 
fauna (animal life), size, etc. 

GEOGRAPHY: ‘The study of the physical features 
of the Earth and how humans interact with the 

environment and each other’. 



























Class discussion: 

What kinds of words did 

you use to describe the 
physical features of Greece?  



The key points of Greece’s geography: 

1. Extremely mountainous

2. Warm, dry climate

3. Surrounded by water

4. Many islands



1. Extremely mountainous: 
• About 80% of Greece consists of mountains and hills, 

which makes Greece one of the most mountainous 
countries in Europe. 

• These mountains had a massive impact on the way 
Greek civilisation developed: 

1. The mountains and islands cut Greece into separate 
areas & people in these areas developed differently. 

2. Travel and communication was very hard between 
these areas.

3. Self-governing Greek city states (polis) developed 
(individual cities that governed the surrounding area). 
E.g.- Athens, Sparta.

4. These city-states often fought each other for territory. 



2. Warm, dry climate: 
• The land between the mountains of Ancient 

Greece was fertile, but the hot and dry weather of 
the area meant that it was difficult to grow a 
variety of foods. 

• The little land that was available was used to grow 
grapes and olives.

• Due to the climate and lack of food, trade became 
a major part of Greek way of life. 

• The Greeks traded their pottery, olives and oil 
with surrounding countries to get the grain and 
metals that their own country could not produce.  



3. Surrounded by water. 
• Greece is situated on a peninsula (land 

almost completely surrounded by water).

• The Ancient Greeks became a primarily 
sea-faring people for two reasons: 

1. Travel over the mountainous land was 
too difficult. 

2. Trade routes across the Mediterranean 
were set up for valuable resources. 

• By the 5th century BCE, Athens was a 
powerful empire with a navy of 80, 000 
experienced sailors & 400 ships. 



4. Many islands. 
• There are thousands of islands 

around the Greek peninsula.

• These islands are really the tips of 
mountains that sunk beneath the 
sea long ago. 

• Greece has more than 15, 000 km of 
coastline & beaches.  

• The first people to settle on Greece, 
the Mycenaeans, came by sea from 
the island of Crete c.2, 300 BCE. 


