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Macbeth

English



Success Criteria

Learning Objective
To read an unfamiliar text and ask questions to improve understanding.

• I can ask appropriate questions about a text to clarify understanding.

• I can seek definitions or explanations of unfamiliar words.

• I can attempt to read archaic language in a text.

• I can interpret a text in order to give my own opinion.



Michael Rosen – Watch to 5.35

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OyAkpZHnDpI

The Animated Tales – Watch to 5.02

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfnUq2_0FOY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OyAkpZHnDpI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfnUq2_0FOY


Background to Macbeth

We will begin by reading together through the abridged text of Act 1, discussing 
the story opening. You should make any initial annotations you can to help your 

understanding or to note questions to ask. Don’t worry, there will more be 
opportunity to add notes and explanations later.

• Macbeth is one of the most famous plays by William 
Shakespeare. 

• It is set in Scotland and there really was a historical 
King Macbeth in the 11th century - although the 
Shakespeare character bears little resemblance!

• Over many years, strange superstitions have 
developed about the performance of the play due to a 
series of accidents and occurrences – now, many 
actors only refer to it as ‘The Scottish Play’, to avoid 
the curse of saying ‘Macbeth’.

• Witches feature in parts of the play and this is significant because in 
Shakespeare’s day, people were more fearful and believed in the existence and 
power of witches.



Features of a Play Script

Plot Summary from Act 1:
Macbeth, Thane of Glamis (pronounced: glarms), and his mate Banquo have just 
finished at a battle and are on the way home when they meet three witches. The 
witches tell Macbeth that he will become the Thane of Cawdor and also King of 
Scotland. Macbeth is surprised (as you would be). They tell Banquo that his 
descendants will become kings.

How do we know that we are reading a play script?
Identify any features you recognise.

Did you think of: 
• cast list;
• acts/scenes introduced with short description;
• narrator to briefly set the scene;
• conventional layout (speaker’s name on the left);
• character names before each speaking part, 

followed by a colon;
• dialogue but no need for inverted commas;
• stage directions (in brackets)?



Punctuation Focus

Can you describe the difference between these words
and how the meaning is affected?

Discuss with a partner to see if you agree.

Apostrophes for possession.

witch’s witches witches’

Indicates 
something 

belonging to one 
witch, e.g.

The witch’s cat.

Indicates a 
plural to show 
more than one 

witch, e.g. There 
were three 
witches.

Indicates 
something 

belonging to 
more than one 
witch, e.g. The 

witches’ 
predictions.



Whole-Class Drama 
(Online Learning found on next page)

We can repeat the scene and rotate with others to take turns playing the 
parts (aim for your best witch voices and impressions!).

Add any further notes to your script. Can you think of any other 
questions or themes that come to mind so far?

We are now going to perform sections of the first act.

Keep your copy of Act One to 
read from and follow.

Three pupils are needed to play 
the Witches, and two pupils to 
play Macbeth and Banquo.



Online Learning Activity
Impression of the Witches

What is your opinion of the witches so far??

How do you perceive the women, sometimes referred to as 
‘the weird sisters’?

?

If you were Macbeth, 
would you believe 
the predictions or 
prophecies they have 
made?

?

As a reader, what do 
you think will 
happen next?

?


