
DAY 2

Genre Features 

LO: I can find the features of a short 
story



Sequence of writing: Short story x 2 weeks 

Immersion

Analyse short story

Writing skills 

Plan short story

Write short story

Edit and present story for display



How to write a story

• Watch the video to find out more about how to write a good story. 
• We will be following this story mountain structure when planning our short 

story.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkxp2v4/articles/zhh992p

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkxp2v4/articles/zhh992p


Read the Story Example

Read the short story example –
English Worksheet 1

This is a fiction story (made up) 
and is an adventure story. 



Does the story fit into the story mountain?

Fit the story into the story 
mountain.



Answer

Yes, the story does fit into 
the mountain – here is 
how it fits. 

Meet the twins  

They go through a 
tunnel

Get frozen by an 
ice witch

Character is
unfrozen 

They learn to get 
along better and 

make it home 
safely. 



Activity 1: Find the Features of a Short Story

Write an example of each of these features from the short story. 
• Beginning – Describe characters

• Problem – What problem do the characters encounter?

• Resolution – How is the problem solved?

• Ending – What did the characters learn?

• Rhetorical questions 

• Fronted adverbials 

• Speech

• Short snappy sentences for suspense

• Adjectives for descriptions 

• Exciting sentence openers 

Green challenge – find this extra one

• Relative embedded clause to add extra information about the characters 



Your Story

Your short story is going to have a similar structure to the example we have 
just read but when your characters enter the cave, they will travel back in 
time to ancient Egypt.

What problem could your characters face once they land back in ancient 
Egypt? Write down some ideas (think back to yesterday’s lesson). 



Story Plan

Create a simple plan 
for your story using the
story mountain.

It doesn’t need to be 
detailed at this stage. 

You could put down 
several ideas for each 
section you can’t 
decide. 

Use the questions to 
help you plan. 

BEGINNING
Meet the 2 main 

characters. 
Who are they?

BUID UP
They travel through a 

tunnel. 
What is the tunnel 

like?

PROBLEM/DILEMMA
They end up in ancient Egypt. 

What problem do they face in Egypt?

RESOLUTION
How is the problem 

resolved (fixed)?

ENDING
Do they make it back 

home safely? 



Activity 2

Fill in the story mountain (worksheet 2).


