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Lesson Objective: To explore Henri Rousseau’s
style of artwork and try to recreate one of his
famous pieces of art.



Henri Rousseau’s artwork 



Reflections on Rousseau’s artwork 

• From looking at three different examples of Rousseau’s art
work consider the questions below. See if you can make
some notes on them.

1. What do you notice about the background that Rousseau
used in his artwork? What is the background? What
shapes and colours does he use?

2. Can you find any similarities between Rousseau’s artwork?

3. Are there any differences between Rousseau's artwork?



Henri Rousseau’s famous painting 

This is Henri Rousseau’s
famous painting based
upon the toucan. Henri
positioned the toucan
amongst the jungle and
used paints to bring the
art to life. Our art lesson
today will be based upon
this painting.



Examples of the
toucan art from
children



Task

• Henri Rousseau’s toucan art is one of his most famous paintings. Your task
today in art is to create your own interpretation of this painting. You will
need to draw the rainforest/jungle background first and then add the toucan
after this. Use the following steps to success to construct your toucan art.

1. Sketch the background of the rainforest/jungle. Remember to include the
leaves, branches and greenery. There should be contrasting shapes and
should be scattered around the perimeter of the page.

2. Sketch the toucan. This should be positioned in the centre of the art and
should be surrounded by the jungle greenery.

3. Add your colour. Henri Rousseau painted his art but if you don’t have any
paint feel free to use crayons, watercolours or any other colouring
equipment.

4. Go round the outline of your pencil lines with a black whiteboard pen/black
marker. This will give your art a smooth finish.


