
What codes for living do Christians try to 
follow?

Learning Objective:

To think carefully about the Christian ideas 
of values.



The Parable of the Good 
Samaritan

• Parable = a story with a meaning

• Click on the link to watch this interpretation of the parable 
in which Jesus taught a message about equality and respect.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z4vcd2p

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z4vcd2p


Summary of the Parable

The story of the Good Samaritan, is found in one of the gospels of the 
New Testament. 

A traveller is beaten up and robbed, and left for dead along the road. A 
priest comes by, but deliberately avoids the man. A lawyer also comes 
by but he too avoids the injured man. Finally, a Samaritan comes by, and 
he helps the injured man, in an act of mercy and compassion.

Discuss with another person:



What is Jesus trying to teach Christians?

Jesus’ message in the Parable of the Good Samaritan was to 
‘love your neighbour’.

Love your neighbour - Means to care, respect and look after 
every person you meet, even if they are very different to 
you. We are all neighbours on the earth.



Peace between people and God

love
forgiveness

honesty prayer

worship togetherness

The parables are used to teach the values of Christianity. 

The values of Christianity include: 



Our values lead us to act in a certain way. What you do shows what you 
value. For example, if someone hurt you and you were able to forgive 
them, then that action shows you value forgiveness. 

Jesus often compared actions to fruits. The fruits on the tree show what 
you value. The roots of the tree are our hidden thoughts.

Using this idea, I would like you to draw a ‘Value Tree’. The tree will show 
the link between your thoughts and actions. 

Task:

Draw a tree, showing its roots, trunk, branches and fruit.

On the fruit, write words to represent good actions. 

On the roots, write what leads you to these good actions.

For example, you might value friendship. So you would write ‘friendship’ on 
the fruit. Then on one of the roots of the tree you would explain why you 
value friendship. 

“I value friendship because it stops loneliness.” 

Extension: Compare Christian values with your values. Are there any 
similarities or differences? 



I look forward to seeing your ‘Value Trees’ and finding out 
what you consider to be important values.

Next week, we will be discussing if peace is more valuable 
than money.


