
What can we learn from religions about 
deciding what is right and what is wrong?

• Re-cap on last weeks learning.

• Can you recall any of the Beatitudes?



Learning Objective

To understand how people decide what is 
right and wrong without God’s help.



This week we will be learning how 
Humanists decide what is right and what 

is wrong.

Click on the following clip
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn

k647h/articles/zmqpkmn

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znk647h/articles/zmqpkmn


Humanists do not believe in a god. They believe it is 
possible to live a good and fulfilling life without 
following a traditional religion.

They do not follow a holy book either. Instead, 
Humanists value traits like reason and rely on science 
to explain the way things are.

Humanists believe that people have one life to live -
there is no afterlife. As a result they focus on being 
happy and making the most of their life. They also 
believe they have a duty to support others.



Last week, we found out the Beatitudes helped 
Christians act in the right way. However, Humanists do 
not think there is a God so do not believe God teaches 
anyone how to live.

Discuss:

Where do you think Humanists might look for guidance 
about how to live?



There are three things which are really important to 
remember about how Humanists decide what is right and 
what is wrong.

1. The Golden Rule: Can you remember what the Golden Rule 
is and how it might affect the way somebody lives their life?

2. Using reason: When making a decision about how to act, 
many Humanists will try to make good choices. They will try 
to think whether their actions will cause harm or good to 
others. 

3. Listening to their conscience: Do you know what a 
conscience is? For many Humanists, their conscience is very 
important to helping them decide what is right. 



The following quotes are from Humanist children that are 
the same age as you. 
Read a quote and discuss what it tells you about what a 
Humanist thinks is important.

“My parents have mostly taught me about love, forgiveness, 
justice and other values.”

“I learned my values from my mum and dad, from the books I 
read and my grandparents. I think about their behaviour.”

“When I grow up I want to be a judge and help make laws, so 
things can be fairer for people.”

“I have learnt you have to forgive someone for what they 
have done.”
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Task: Make a list of what is important to a Humanist.

Extension: 
Looking at the quotes from the Humanist children, can you find 
any similarities and differences between the Beatitudes, the 
Ten Commandments and what Humanists believe?
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I look forward to looking at your work on Humanism.

Next week, we will be learning what religious stories 
tell believers about temptation.


