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Lesson Objective: To be able to write a short
story using the structure and ideas from ‘The
Great Kapok Tree’.



Short Story Writing 

• Over the course of the next two days you will write a short
story using the structure from ‘The Great Kapok Tree’. To
help you write your short story you will use the information
that you have learnt about powerful adjectives, use of
speech and the different elements of an effective short
story. It is important that you follow your plan closely.



My Short Story

Introduction
This will include a description of
the two men entering the
rainforest. You will also include a
description of the rainforest
setting.

Build Up
A description of the man
finding a comfortable spot in
the rainforest after
attempting to chop the tree
down. Also include a
description of the man falling
asleep as he is exhausted from
his work.

Main Body
Choose 4 rainforest animals that
approach the sleeping man. Include
speech in the structure of ‘The
Great Kapok Tree’. Make sure you
use powerful adjectives to describe
how the animals move/interact with
the sleeping man.

Resolution
How does ‘The Great Kapok Tree’ conclude?
Remember to describe where the man
wakes up from his sleep and decides to
leave the tree alone. The woodcutter leaves
the rainforest with the tree intact.



Other things to include in your short 
story

• Powerful adjectives – Fluorescent, meandered, exquisite, spectacular.

• Speech – This will be included when the animals interact with the
sleeping man. Remember to structure it how the author does in ‘The
Great Kapok Tree’.

• Figurative language – Try to include a variety of similes, metaphors,
alliteration and personification in your writing. For example: the trees
danced around as the rain swept across the rainforest.

• Varied sentence length – A range of different sentences. Try to
include short sentences to have an impact on the reader and longer
sentences to build up description.

• Paragraphs – Your short story should be between 1 and 2 pages.
Remember to include paragraphs when you move on to a new subject.



Possible Story Starters 

• If you are not sure how to start your story here are some
possible story starters to get you started:

1. As the two men meandered through the rainforest there was a
cacophony of noises from the nearby trees.

2. The rainforest was alive. The trees danced through the warm,
sticky air. The birds swooped through the nearby branches.
The piranhas viciously leapt out of the murky water. Things
were about to change.

3. Stomp! Stomp! Stomp! As the footsteps grew louder two men
trudged into the depths of the rainforest.



Over to you!

• Over the next two days your task is to write your own short
story. Make sure you use the ideas from ‘The Great Kapok
Tree’. I can’t wait to read your short stories.



Task

• Red Task – I can write a short story including 4 suitable rainforest animals. I
can write sentences which describe the rainforest setting too.

• Yellow Task – I can write a short story which includes a powerful opening, a
progressive build up and an exciting resolution. I can include ambitious
vocabulary to describe the rainforest setting and can use inverted commas
correctly when using speech.

• Green Task – I can write a short story which builds up suspension in the
reader through a powerful opening, a progressive build up and an exciting
resolution. I can include figurative language such as similes, metaphors and
personification to bring the rainforest setting to life too. I can also use a
mixture of sentences effectively to make my story more impactful on the
reader.


