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Sir Quentin 
Blake

1932

Sir Quentin Blake was born in Sidcup in December 
1932. He is a well-known artist, illustrator and 
writer. Blake began drawing from an early age, the 
painter Alfred Jackson inspired him and he had 
his first illustration published in Punch magazine 
when he was just 16 years old!

As well as drawing, Quentin had a love for 
English, which he studied at Downing College 
before completing a diploma in teaching. Later, he 
took classes at the Chelsea School of Art and also 
attended Camberwell College of Art.

His career as an illustrator began by working for 
magazines, such as ‘Punch’ and ‘The Spectator’, 
before beginning to illustrate children’s books in 
1960. Famously, he worked with the celebrated 
children’s author Roald Dahl. The pair had a 
successful partnership which began in 1978 when 
‘The Enormous Crocodile’ was published. They 
worked together until Roald Dahl died in 1990.
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Through his illustrations, Quentin brought many favourite characters to life, 
such as Matilda, The BFG and The Enormous Crocodile. His relationship with 
the Dahl family continues as he is the president of the Roald Dahl Marvellous 
Children’s Charity.

Aside from drawing, Quentin taught at the Royal College of Art, where he was 
head of the Illustration department between 1978 and 1986. Subsequently, 
he became an exhibition curator working in galleries in both the UK and in 
France. He has also been commissioned to work on a larger scale for hospitals 
after being asked to design artwork for a hospital in 2006.

Finally, unknown to some, Quentin is also a celebrated author himself.  He 
began writing children’s books in 1968. After becoming tired of only being 
asked to illustrate in black and white, he took it upon himself to write and 
illustrate his first book ‘Patrick’ in colour. He has since won several awards for 
his contribution to children’s literature and in 2013, he received a knighthood 
in the New Year’s Honours. 
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